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Festival Latino of the Berkshires 2011 date: Saturday, 09-24-11, 4:00 to 8:00 P.M.

Press release submitted by: Liliana Ortiz-Bermudez, 413-243-3961-413-717-1096

For further information contact festival coordinators:

Liliana Bermúdez, 413-243-3961 & Ruby Maldonado, 413-717-0791 _____________________________________________________________________________

The 16th Annual Festival Latino is the Berkshire County celebration of “The Hispanic Heritage Month”. The diverse Latino population will get together on September 24, 2011, and embrace their multiple cultural traditions. The program features folkloric dance companies from many Latin American countries. Through their performances and music, the dancers entertain the audience with the ceremonies, rituals, and stories of these rich cultures. The dancers provide explanations of the cultural aspects of each piece, making their recital educational. Delicious ethnic dishes are available from local vendors and will be for sale, such as churrasco, lechón, tacos, chorizos, tamales, empanadas, chuzos, horneado and vegetarian Latin dishes.

The Festival Latino of the Berkshires is free of charge, open to the public, and no alcoholic beverages are permitted. Thousands of people of all ethnicities come together rain or shine from 4:00 to 8:00 PM at the First Congregational Church Park, (Main Street, Lee, – Exit 2, off I-90, Near Routes 7 & 20) to standout as the consummate Latino dance showcase. Don’t miss this educational experience!

The 16th annual Festival Latino of the Berkshires is appropriately held during September, which is the official celebration of the federal Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15th-October 15th). Festival Latino contributes to the development and cultural enrichment of students in Berkshire County schools. Spanish language students from high schools will receive extra credit for attending the Festival as part of their educational experience. Faculty and students are especially encouraged to attend. Many people have expressed their deep appreciation for this cultural infusion each year

The Festival Latino 2011 is proud to present Chief Joseph Chatoyer Garifuna Folkloric Ballet of New York. Under the leadership of its artistic director Gehovany Alvarez, The Company has earned a reputation as one of the most acclaimed ambassadors of Garifuna culture.

Chief Joseph Chatoyer Garifuna Folkloric Ballet of New York has produced a reenactment of the “Battle for Yurumein” featuring the Wanaragua dance, which will pay tribute to The Drama of King Shotoway, in memory of William Henry Brown and in celebration of the International Year of People of African Descent.

At audience request, La Compañía Artística Cali Salsa Pal Mundo, touring the US and led by director-choreographer and dancer Miguel Angel Reyes, will perform in the Festival Latino of the Berkshires for the second time. This year La Compañía Artística will bring the Children Salsa Ballet “Mini Cali Salsa Pal Mundo” to display their fancy moves, Cali's own salsa style - known for its fast-paced foot work. 

Entertainment will also include the youth most talented Folkloric Ballets in New York City: Tambores Latinos, the Folkloric Dance Group directed by Choreographer Elbert Lopez from New York City, winners of the trophy awarded by the newspaper Daily News New Yorker for the best folk and cultural show, The Infantil and Juvenil Performers from El Ballet Folklórico Mexicano Yavidaxiu, and the Ecuadorian Andean group Ayazamana which represent the fusion of indigenous, European and African influences.

The Berkshire Multicultural Dancers among other local artist will perform as well. DJ Bernardino will provide sound system. Raffle tickets may be purchased as a donation.

The Festival Latino will continue with a fundraiser party beginning at 9:30 p.m. at Bogie’s, 935 South Main St., Great Barrington, MA, featuring a live Latin band from Providence RI! by Nery Ruilova & Ritmo Sabor y Más, highlighting Salsa, Cumbia, Merengue, Bachata & Bolero (Music from El Gran Combo, La Sonora Dinamita, El Combo de las  Estrellas, Joe Arroyo), supplemented by DJ Mickey. Cover Charge $20.00 ~ ID Required!

As the only event in the area that brings so many Latinos together to take pride in their heritage, we welcome donations to defray the expenses of producing 2011 Festival Latino, and maintaining the Festival’s artistic excellence at Latino Festival Fund c/o Berkshire Taconic Foundation, P.O. Box 1021, Lee, MA 01238. Organizers continue to seek businesses interested in becoming sponsors, and wishing to inform the community about their services, as well as reaching thousands of Latinos residents all over Western Massachusetts. Your tax-deductible gift is deeply appreciated.

For further information please contact Ruby 413-717-0791 or Liliana Ortiz-Bermúdez at 413-243-3961. Please visit us on our website at www.festivallatino.org
